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" Let «11 bitterneaa, and wiath, and anger, and clamour, 
and evil speaking, be pnt away from you with ali rnalice ; and 
he yc kind one to another, tender-hearted, forgiving one ano- 
ther, even a» God, for Christ'a Bake, has forgiTen you." 
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A CHRISTMAS OMEN, 



It is after a long and busy day in this 
great Babel of London, that I am now sit- 
ting by my own fireside, and am thinking 
whether even one so poor and humble as 
myself may not do something to aid or con- 
sole the thousands of my needy, suffering, 
sorrowing countrymen and neighbours — to 
increase the little leaven of comfort and so- 
cial happiness which yet works, though, 
alas! too imperceptibly, amidst the whole 
metropolitan and national lump of selfish- 
ness, misery, and vice. 

My daily calling throws me into inter- 
course with almost all classes. Not so low 
as to be excluded from the noble and 
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wealthy ; not so high as to be more feared 
than loved by many a humbler friend ; not 
so old as to have lost all hope of realizing 
some visions of happiness that boyish fancy 
first coined; nor yet so young as to have 
had no experience of the vicissitudes, the 
cares, and disappointments of a troublesome 
world, — methinks I have that to say which 
others would be glad to hear. I fancy that 
here in my solitary room I could write con- 
solation for some imaginary mourner, which 
could be read and appreciated by pdany a 
sorrower in earnest. I could weave some 
pleasant tale for laughing urchins and 
maidens coy, though they who should hear 
their first utterance be only the little folks 
created, curled, clothed, and postured by 
my own imagination ; and even some grave 
old sires and sober matrons may not refixse 
to read the thoughts, weighty and deep, 
which ever and anon, on such an evening 
as this, when the rain is pattering dismally 
without, and the kettle hissing comfortably 
within, I exchange with many a grave and 
reverend personage who all unbidden oeeu- 
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pies that empty seat in the opposite comer, 
(ah, that empty seat !) and discourses to me 
in ghostly solemnity on the Past, the Present, 
and the Future. 

Ah, me ! it were a pleasant task to while 
away these long winter evenings in dream- 
ing imaginary scenes, picturing fancied 
groups, trailing out amidst unmocked smiles 
or unscorned tears the free conversation, the 
merry jests, the plaintive yearnings, of real 
Unreality. 

Already, as I muse, is the enchanted 
region opening round me,— fast and fre- 
quent the weird figures throng the silent 
chamber ! The haimtmg memories of by- 
gone years, the dim auguries of days yet 
unborn, the crowding images hovering be- 
tween truth and fiction, the shadows of lost 
or distant substances, the whisperings of 
voiceless voices, the glaring of sightless eyes, 
the handling of hands that may not touch, 
the tossing, dancing, flickering, whirling, 
gleaming, swarming, crowding fancies — Oh, 
how pleasant, how easy were it to dream 
fantastic dreams, to coin quaint tales^ 

b 2 
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to write a ghostly, aerial, witching medley, 
and, for such things have been, offer it to 
the busy world of daylight, as worthy the 
study of men who live and must die, and 
profane with sueh idle rhapsody the birth- 
day of Him, who by his life, and death, 
and resurrection, gave to ghostly dreams 
an awful reality, and opened to truth and 
soberness a higher flight of Faith and Hope, 
of Fancy andExpectation, thanman's feeble 
brain can ever emulate, and to which wistful 
fiction must hopelessly aspire. 

Heaven forbid ! it must be no untrue rp- 
mance, np visionary imagination, that, espe* 
cially in these days of intense, pressing, un- 
avoidable Reality, the earnest should write, 
or the thoughtful read. There is some- 
thing more to be done than to please and 
amuse. Men may not smile while their 
neighbours are groaning; good men must 
think, and pray, and work, when so many 
poor are suffering, lingering, starving; kind 
men must prove their kindness, when bit- 
terness and wrath prevail ; great men must 
vindicate their greatness by nobler acts of 
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disinterested exertion, when millions cry 
aloud for guidance, and support, and assist- 
ance. 

So, and so only, may this Christmas tide 
be an omen of happier days, a step towards 
the fulfilment of that omenof angelic augury, 
" Glory to God in the highest, on earth 
peace, goodwill towards men." 

Forgive, then reader, the deception, if 
the style, and title, and appearance of this 
little Ghristmas work should have induced 
thee to seek in it a pleasant tale or a merry 
carol ; — forgive, and do not, for all its more 
sober purpose, lightly cast it aside, but at 
least read fairly and reflect honestly, con- 
sulting no other guide but thine own kind 
heart and truthful conscience, and give thine 
earnest attention to the following brief re- 
flections, and to the proposal which they 
have suggested ; andif thatproposal appears 
to thee a not unlikely means of removing 
some of the evils of our society, and promoting 
that union of Industry and Benevolence, In- 
dependence andMutual Assistance, Truth and 
Goodness, which are summed up in the one 
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word Charity ; then forward thy name and 
sanction (through the publisher) to the un- 
dersigned, who has merely concealed his 
name that the proposal may rest on its own 
merits, and come to thee free from any bias 
of party, or any spirit but such as may be- 

come 

An English Christian. 



PBOPOSAL* 



FOR ESTABLISHING 



A SOCIETT FOR PROMOTING AND DIRECTING 
CHRISTIAfl CHARITT, 



AND 



ENCOURAGING KINDNESS AND FRIENDLINESS 
BETWEEN ALL CLASSES. 



PRELIMINARY REFLECTIONS. 

1. That a marked and unhappy distinc- 
tion too generally prevails between the upper 
and lower classes of this country, which is 
being much aggravated by the pressure of 
the times and the increasing pauperism. 

2. That the events of the now closing 
year have compelled thoughtful men of all 
classes to turn their most anxious attention 
to social questions. 

* The above Proposal may be had separately for distribu- 
tion, and a Fouudkrs' Book is opened at the pubb'shers. 
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3. That there are, in honest truth it must 
be confessed, grave evils deeply rooted in 
our social system, which need to be pointed 
out and attacked firmly and boldly, but at 
the same time with more charity than is 
used by party publications or self-interested 
castigators. 

4. That there are blessings and advantages 
no less deeply rooted in our social system, 
which need to be explained and illustrated 
for the satisfying of those who are distressed 
or ignorant, and for the silencing of those 
who make a trade of exaggeration and mis- 
representation. 

5. That the richer classes, while on the 
whole disposed to be kind and generous, 
and actually furnishing very large sums for 
the purposes of charity, are still very igno- 
rant of the real condition and wants of the 
poor, and therefore are habitually negligent 
of the most sacred duties of their more pros- 
pering position — those of friendly aid, and 
personal intercourse with their poorer bre- 
thren. They are apt to look on the poor as 
a class whom they may not indeed allow to 
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starve, and whom they would be very glad 
to assist by occasional alms, and by sup- 
porting some charitable institutions ; but 
they do not enough consider them, (and it 
is to their own loss and the ultimate danger 
of their position and properties,) they do 
not enough consider them as fellow-men, 
fellow-Englishmen, fellow-Christians. It is 
not common to find rich laymen who give 
up any of their leisure time to personal in- 
tercourse with humbler firiends. And yet 
all moralists, and certainly all Christian 
teachers, unite in deciaring that there is no 
way of hallowing wealth, and securing God's 
favour and the approval of conscience in the 
enjoyment of prosperity, so certain as the 
habitual friendly and kindly intercourse with 
those in a less thriving, but perhaps not less 
deserving sphere. 

6. That the labouring classes, (especially 
in large towns,) with the exception of those 
who by much affliction have been brought 
under the notice of the clergy and the bene- 
volent, look with jealousy and some dislike 
on their more prosperous neighbours. While 
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many of them are too independent (and 
thank God most Englishmen are so) to ac- 
cept alms and charitable aid, (so called,) 
and therefore exclude those who are em- 
ployed on visits of mercy from admission to 
their houses: others, and an increasing 
class, are habitual beggars, people who look 
on any respectable visitorwith a hungry eye 
and whining face, and impose upon the be- 
nevolent by the cant of their religious pro- 
fession, and often by the no less hypocrisy 
of their pretended destitution ; but who, be- 
yond all doubt, were they, we do not say 
visited, but habitually associated with by 
good and kind men of all classes, would 
either be inoculated with a more honest 
and independent spirit ; or, being sifted 
thoroughly, would be transferred to a class 
which should be the decreasing class, that of 
the undeserving. 

7. That the experience of many benevo- 
lent individuals, who have been long en- 
gaged in charitable pursuits, would be very 
desirable to assist those who have more re- 
cently had their attention turned to the 
same objects. 
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8. That there is a large fund of kind feel- 
ing and charitable disposition in the country, 
which fails of being useful solely from want 
of encouragement, and direction. 

9. That it is very much to be desired that 
there should be a centre of union for the 
numerous Christian and Benevolent Institu- 
tions and Societies of the country ; that all 
information respecting them might be easily 
attained ; and that, if possible, the expenses 
of so many different establishments should 
be diminished, for indeed men are begin- 
^ning to ask themselves whether the results 

of the existing charitable undertakings are 
proportionate to the expenditure. 

10. Above all, that there is a yet unat- 
tained standard of christian love and mutual 
kindness, towards which all classes need to 
be urged and encouraged. 

11. That the numerous clubs and benefit 
societies, and similar friendly institutions of 
the labouring classes, are generally too much 
dissociated from the influence of the higher 
orders, and frequently from their constitu- 
tion induce, if not compel, the members to 
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all the subscriptions collected and trans- 
mitted by them to the society. 

6. A number of " Messengers," propor- 
tioned to the means of the society, will be 
employed and sent, at request, to different 
parishes to assist in carrying out the objects 
of the society, i. e. to endeavour to promote 
any work of Christian charity, and to en- 
courage general kindness and friendliness 
between the different classes, and especially 
to assist in organizing local or parochial as- 
sociations. Their remuneration, to be paid 
only through the society, on a scale entirely 
dependent on the results of their labours. 

7. A regular issue of periodical publica- 
tions to be undertaken, and especially a 
tceekly parish journal, to be conducted by 
voluntary contributors, and which shall com- 
bine the special objects of the society, with 
general and useful information. Its adver- 
tising sheets to be open, free of expense, to 
all societies who shall contribute (as by rule 
three), and to all individual members seek- 
ing employment. 

8. Statistical information on all benevo- 
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lent subjects, sanitary operations, emigra- 
tion, &c, to be sought, arranged, and dis- 
seminated ; and in general all useful prac- 
tical information to be procured for the 
clergy and others, seeking it for benevolent 
purposes. 

9. Hints and instructions to be issued 
gratis to all members desiring to establish 
benevolent societies, schools, lending li- 
braries, &c. ; and the " messengers " of the 
society to be especially chosen with a view 
to these objects. 

10. The publications of the society (be- 
sides several which will be distributed gratis,) 
to be issued at the cheapest rate which 
the funds of the society may allow ; but at 
the same time, the society will undertake 
no publication that shall not be produced in 
the best and handsomest style. Tt will not 
think the best writing, best paper, best 
printing, too good for the noble object it 
contemplates. 

11. Visiting deputations to be sent very 
constantly to all parts for the purpose of 
encouraging the local associations. Men of 

c 
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high standing and disinterested motives will 
be sought for these objects. Their ex- 
penses, where required, to be discharged by 
ihe society ; but as much as possible, it will 
be the object of the society to do its work 
gratuitously, and to furnish a channel for 
the noblestefforts and impulses of christian 
oharity. 

12. In order to give apermanence and 
stability to the society, each local associa- 
tion will be required to provide itself with 
a building or room, in which the business 
of the society may be conducted, where one 
copy, at least, of all the society's publica- 
tions shall be kept, and also a register con- 
taining the name, age, and amount of sub- 
scription of each individual member. That 
such room or building shall be at the dis- 
posal of the members, subject to looal regu- 
lations, for all purposes of friendly inter- 
course, such as benefit clubs, lending li- 
braries, lectures, classes, &c. 

13. That whereas there are some parishes 
and distriots in which the number of rich 
gready preponderate in proportion to the 
poor, and others, again, in which almost the 
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whole population are poor and destitute, it 
shall be the object of this society to found in 
the latter kind of districts " homes of cha- 
rity," through which not only the superabun- 
dant alms of the former may be distributed 
where most wanted, but also many wealthy 
individuals may have an opportunity offered 
them of devoting themselves personally, for 
a longer or shorter period, to the blessed 
work of feeding the hungry, clothing the 
naked, visiting the sick, comforting the af- 
flicted. 

14. That so soon as a sufficient number 
of influential names shall have been sent in 
to the author (through the publisher) as ap- 
proving the plan and willing to assist per- 
sonally in promoting it, a committee will be 
formed to carry it out actively and heartily. 
A president and other necessary patrons 
will be sought in the highest quarters ; and 
every effort will be made to have the united 
work of christian charity inaugurated 
throughout the country on the lOth of April ; 
and especial care will be taken that the con- 
templated publication may be ready for issue 
on that day. 
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And now, reader, if thou hast so far pe- 
rused this proposal, let me once more con- 
jure thee not lightly to flingit aside. Indeed, 
indeed, there is a great work to be done, 
and all must unite to do it. It is no unreal, 
exaggerated evil that is pointed out to thee ; 
and even should this plan seem foolish and 
inefficient, at least let it urge others more 
«xperienced and more wise to devise a 
better. Only turn not away in idle negli- 
gence, close not this book to betake thee to 
thy business or thy pleasure, without think- 
ing well within thyself whether thou hast 
not a duty to do which is yet unperformed ; 
whether, if this proposal be lightly scorned, 
it may not be that there shall no other op- 
portunity be afforded thee of doing that 
vvhich must be done now in this brief pas- 
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sage between birth and death, or it will 
never (to thy loss and confusion) be done 
at all. 

For few the years allotted to man's life, 

And few the moments that e'en they who would 

Can snatch from pleasure, joy, grief, love, and strife, 

And busy trifles that will aye intrude— 

Making this world an idle interlude. 

Alas ! sad mockery of men's boasted might, 

That can find time for evil, none for good. 

How little reck they of the waning light ! 

Fools ! it will dawn no more through an eternal night ! 

It is not pleasant to write solemnly and 
sadly ; to chase away, with unwelcome tales 
of want, and suffering, and sorrow, the glad 
smiles and heedless mirththat, atthis happy 
season, prevail in so many comfortable 
homes ; but again and again Reality speaks 
its stern rebuke, and checks the untimely 
laughter, and bids us quit, be it for a brief 
minute, the easy chair, the carpeted floor, 
the blazing fire, and, scarcely crossing the 
bolted, barred, locked, chained, portal, see 
with our eyes, and hear with our ears, what 
is passing around us, as it was yesterday, so 
to-day — shall it continue yet again to-mor- 
row? 
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Woe'8 me ! can any torch of man's kindling 
illnmine ihe gloom of this country's misery 
and vice ? What avail is it for one indivi- 
dual to attack, unaided, the array of evil 
which neglect, selfishness, or timidity, has 
allowed to become so formidable ? Wher- 
ever we step the ground is pre-occupied. 
The enemyhas a strongholdin almost every 
house, a partisan in every heart 

There is poverty, or rather pauperism 
and misery, those sure accompaniments of 
sin, produced by causes which no individual 
can control ; aggravated on the one hand by 
the selfishness and indifference of the em- 
ployers, on the other by the ignorance and 
vice and no less selfishness of the employed. 
Whilst the carriages of the wealthy are 
rattling from the theatres or private parties, 
the poor are thronging the gin palaces and 
places of evil resort, united only in this, 
that all alike are seeking pleasure and 
amusement, and not Duty. Here, in the 
heart of a christian country, in a city filled 
with christian institutions, we meet with 
vice and misery, with open unbelief and 
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glaring immorality, that seem to resist and 
bid defiance to all the devoted efforts of 
benevolence and christian charity. 

But what if these efforts were more 
united ? what if that christian charity were 
the voice, not of one or two faithful indi- 
viduals, or even of here and there a detached 
benevolent society, but the general undi- 
vided utterance of all that is yet good, and 
great, and kind, and noble, and disinter- 
ested ; in short, all that is christian in this 
mighty nation ? Is it too much to anticipate 
that a better state of things might, ere long, 
(through His blessing in whose name alone^ 
we undertake to attempt it,) be brought 
about, that the time might come when this 
so called Ghristian land should be a Chris- 
tian, and therefore a happy land indeed; 
when the thousands and thousands who are 
now, year after year, born and bred to 
shame and misery, should have opened to 
them a happier lot, a more hopeful prospect ; 
when those who now lead a life of ^brutish- 
ness and misery, without fear of God or 
love for man, hateful and hating one ano- 
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ther, should be taught and won over, by 
kindness and true charity, to lead a new 
and betterlife; not envying and hating their 
neighbours, but strengthening one another 
giving and receiving mutual assistance ; not 
fearing and detesting the magistrate and the 
law — for they are a terror only to evil doers 
— but fearing God alone, honouring the 
Queen and all in authority, and striving, by 
every means in their power, to make, not 
only themselves, but their relations, their 
friends, and their neighbours, and so, in 
speedy time, their whole country, happy 
and good ? 

At least let us hope ! and so shall we 
work more willingly; let us receive the 
omen that, fresh as the evergreens with 
which our churches and homes, at this 
Ghristmas season, are ornamented, still 
announces the glorious expectation of Peacb 

ON EARTH, GOOD WILL TO MEN ! 



LONDON : 
G. J. PALMER, P&mTEB, SAVOT STRBET, 8TBAND. 



) 




s*» >>' 




,-», 


'^^^' 1 


> "■->> ..» 


:• '^ftr > 






>' 'jt», »• J ' ' 


ES 


[ ^» -V 

» > 

, *> > 

"■» ■• ■> * 25 


■,••-*£■* 

''■ W?~ 

» . >»-■»> • > * ^e 

-j* ■gg^ > .v >y- 

»> ■"• wjS> . *. 3B 

f> '•r.'^S. v ;;:S 

:••:•%.. ^ 


' ^*,-*.' • 

* >* >' - 
»-* . '■*. 

r» *>' 

*J * 1 



